
ever are we absent from the mind of God. God is our joy and our salvation. Each 
of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time than for ours, so that their 
prophesying is in force for us. ‘Now all these things happened unto them for 

ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come’ (1 
Corinthians 10:11). ‘Not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now 
reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into’ (1 Peter 1:12).  {3SM 338.1}   
     “The Bible has been your study-book. It is well thus, for it is the true counsel of God, and it is 
the conductor of all the holy influences that the world has contained since its creation. We have the 
encouraging record that Enoch walked with God. If Enoch walked with God, in that degenerate age 
just prior to the destruction of the world by a flood, we are to receive courage and be stimulated 
with his example that we need not be contaminated with the world but, amid all its corrupting 
influences and tendencies, we may walk with God. We may have the mind of Christ.  
     “Enoch, the seventh from Adam, was ever prophesying the coming of the Lord. This great event 
had been revealed to him in vision. Abel, though dead, is ever speaking of the blood of Christ which 
alone can make our offerings and gifts perfect. The Bible has accumulated and bound up together 
its treasures for this last generation. All the great events and solemn transactions of Old Testament 
history have been, and are, repeating themselves in the church in these last days. There is Moses 
still speaking, teaching self-renunciation by wishing himself blotted from the Book of Life for his 
fellow men, that they might be saved. David is leading the intercession of the church for the salvation 
of souls to the ends of the earth. The prophets are still testifying of the sufferings of Christ and the 
glory that should follow. There the whole accumulated truths are presented in force to us that we…  
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… may profit by their teachings. We are under the influence of the whole. What manner of persons 
ought we to be to whom all this rich light of inheritance has been given. Concentrating all the 
influence of the past with new and increased light of the present, accrued power is given to all who 
will follow the light. Their faith will increase, and be brought into exercise at the present time, 
awakening an energy and an intensely increased earnestness, and through dependence upon God for 
His power to replenish the world and send the light of the Sun of Righteousness to the ends of the 
earth.   
     “God has enriched the world in these last days proportionately with the increase of ungodliness, 
if His people will only lay hold of His priceless gift and bind up their every interest with Him. 
There should be no cherished idols, and we need not dread what will come, but commit the keeping 
of our souls to God, as unto our faithful Creator. He will keep that which is committed to His trust.” 
-- Letter 74a, 1897.  {3SM 339.2}   
 

Leaves of Life – Foundations is to be considered a complementary special edition in addition 
to the regular Leaves of Life editions. Its purpose is to reconfirm the basic underlying prophetic 
principles, of the present truth message for our generation. On one hand, it should more firmly 
establish those Brethren that have been part of this movement for some time now, on the other hand 
it provides an introduction to the message for Brethren that are fairly new to it. It is our prayer that 
through these special editions God’s promise of Isaiah 55:11 might be fulfilled.    
 

n this Edition, we will look at the foundational rules and prophetic principles of Bible 
interpretation, in order to correctly understand the present truth message for this final 
generation. First, we will show that there has been always a present truth message for 

every past generation, and so it will be now for our generation. We will then look at Miller’s 
rules of prophetic interpretation, of which, Sister White says that they are needed to proclaim 
the third angel’s message correctly. We will also look at why principles and rules of 
prophetic interpretation are necessary to come to right conclusions. Further, we will address 
the main and most important basic prophetic principles, that we have come to understand in 
this movement, to comprehend why and how, the whole Bible speaks mainly about us here 
at the end of the world. Where necessary, each topic or section has a sub-summary, to repeat 
the most important points. Finally, we will end with a general conclusion and an outlook for 
the next edition. 
In a supplementary booklet the 14 rules of William Miller are provided. 
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herefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these 
things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.” (2 
Peter 1:12) 

 
Let us begin with the definition of what present truth actually is? James White, one 

of our leading Adventist pioneers, gave the following definition:   
 

“In Peter's time there was present truth, or truth applicable to that present time. The 
Church have ever had a present truth. The present truth now, is that which shows present 
duty, and the right position for us who are about to witness the time of trouble, such as never 
was. Present truth must be oft repeated, even to those who are established in it. This was 
needful in the apostles day, and it certainly is no less important for us, who are living just 
before the close of time.” {July 1849, James White, Present Truth, Vol. 1, P.1, par. 7} 
 

“… It was impossible to make some see that present truth really was present truth, 
and not future truth, and that the word, as a lamp, shines brightest where we stand, and not 
so plainly on the path in the distance. Hence the order of events a thousand years in the 
future, or just before or after the coming of the Lord, was all -absorbing theme with some.” 
{1868, James White, Life Incidents, P. 292, par. 1} 
 

“… Many see much light at a distance in the future, but little where they now walk . 
The mind and interest is taken from present truth and present duty, to dwell upon the future 
age. Says David, ‘Thy word is a lamp to my feet.’ As a burning lamp to our feet, God's word 
shines the brightest always on our present position. And it is Satan's object to attract the 
mind to some false light in the future, and cause us while running after that, to stumble and 
fall. The sad experience of hundreds who have embraced what is called the age to come, to 
the rejection of the present truth verifies the above.” {February 7, 1856 James White, Advent 
Review and Sabbath Herald, P. 148, par. 19} 
 

Sister White defines present truth to be a test: 
 

“Special truths have been adapted to the conditions of the generations as they have 
existed. The present truth, which is a test to the people of this generation, was not a test to 
the people of generations far back. If the light which now shines upon us in regard to the 
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Sabbath of the fourth commandment had been given to the generations in the past, God 
would have held them accountable for that light.”  {Testimonies to the Church, Vol. 2, P. 
693, par.1}   
 

We can learn from these quotes that present truth is a special truth which is most 
important to the present time. It also explains present duty, that is, the duty that the LORD 
requires of us at this present time. It is a test which we must recognize and pass in order to 
be saved.  
 

A few simple examples from the Bible would be the story of Noah, of Moses, of the 
Babylonian captives, of Christ and the Millerites. Let us therefore look at these examples to 
make the term “present truth” more feasible. In these examples we will also find the 
relevance of prophecy in relation to a correct understanding of present truth. 
 

he Scriptures are constantly opening to the people of God. There always has 
been and always will be a truth specially applicable to each generation. The 
message given to Noah was present truth for that time; and if the people had 

accepted that message, they would have been saved from drinking the waters of the flood. 
…” {Review and Herald, June 29, 1886 par. 9}   
 

In Noah’s day and age, Noah was commanded by the LORD to build an ark and to 
warn all the antediluvians of the coming flood. This was the present truth message and duty 
in his time. Before he received the command by the LORD, he didn’t have to fulfill this 
duty, nor was he or anyone else required to continue performing this duty, after the flood 
came.  It was a work to be done solely in his generation. Since that time, nobody else has 
ever received the commission by the LORD to again build a literal ark, because a literal 
flood would destroy the world. Therefore, it was present truth and a present duty for Noah 
in his day and age. Because he was faithful in performing it, he was justified by faith. 
Whereas, those on the other hand that rejected it, were lost. It was a life and death testing 
message. Further, we can see that it was a prophetic message, as it pointed forward to the 
coming flood. 

 
“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet , moved with fear, 

prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.” (Hebrews 11:7)   
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However, please note that the story of Noah (but also all the other examples that 

follow), is a type for us at the end of the world; that is, we must likewise build an ark in our 
day and age. However, the difference is, that our ark will be a spiritual ark. A literal ark 
nobody has to ever build again. We will be able to understand this more fully as we go along 
and establish the prophetic principles. 
 

oses’s case is a further illustration of present truth and duty. He was called by the 
LORD to perform what the Most High established in His counsel, 400 years 
earlier. He did this when He spoke to Abraham, that is, to bring His people out 

of the Egyptian bondage: 
 

“And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land 
that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; And 
also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with 
great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good o ld 
age. But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet full.” (Genesis 15:13-16)  
 

As we can see from these verses, the Exodus was to become present truth in the fourth 
generation, at the end of the 400 years. It was not present truth for the first, second, or third 
generation. Had somebody stood up in one of those earlier generations, to lead God’s people 
out of Egypt, he would have acted directly against God’s appointment and would have 
committed a great sin and failed miserably. Hence, we can see that it is imperative for us to 
understand where we stand in time, in order to fulfill the present duties that the LORD 
requires of us now, but also that we don’t do a work today, which He requires of us to do 
in the future! 

similar illustration can be found in the story of the Babylonian captivity. The LORD 
appointed seventy years of bondage in Babylon. However, after these seventy years , 
He would have them to return to Jerusalem. 
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“For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will 
visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place .” 
(Jeremiah 29:10)  
 

During the seventy years in Babylon, it was present truth to remain there in humble 
subjection to the rulers and to build houses and to multiply in number (Jeremiah 29:4-7). 
However, at the end of the seventy years, the present truth changed and they were 
commanded to return to Jerusalem. Thus, a further illustration is given us how important it 
is to understand the signs of the times, through prophecy, to recognize and follow the present 
truth and duty. 
 

“… There is a God to give the message His people shall speak. Let not any minister 
feel under bonds or be gauged by men's measurement. The gospel must be fulfilled in 
accordance with the messages God sends. That which God gives His servants to speak today 
would not perhaps have been present truth twenty years ago, but it is God's message for this 
time.”  {1888 Materials, P. 133, par. 2}   
 

bviously, there was a present truth and a present duty in the time of Christ. It was 
based on the 70-weeks prophecy of Daniel chapter 9. In this prophecy, the first 
advent and the work of the Messiah was predicted. Sister White states the 

following: 
 
   “The experience of the disciples who preached the ‘gospel of the kingdom’ at the first 
advent of Christ, had its counterpart in the experience of those who proclaimed the message 
of His second advent. As the disciples went out preaching, ‘The time is fulfilled, the kingdom 
of God is at hand,’ so Miller and his associates proclaimed that the longest and last prophetic 
period brought to view in the Bible was about to expire, that the judgment was at hand, and 
the everlasting kingdom was to be ushered in. The preaching of the disciples in regard to 
time was based on the seventy weeks of Daniel 9. The message given by Miller and his 
associates announced the termination of the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14, of which the seventy 
weeks form a part. The preaching of each was based upon the fulfillment of a different 
portion of the same great prophetic period.”  {Great Controversy, P. 351, par.1}   
 
Again, it was prophecy that revealed the present truth and duty for that particular generation. 
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lso our founding Fathers received a present truth message and a corresponding duty 
to perform. They were required to preach the first and second angel’s message and 
to warn the world of the judgment near at hand. By proclaiming the message and 

obeying the work specific for their time, they fulfilled God’s purpose in that age.  
 

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his 
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the 
fountains of waters. And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, 
that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication.” (Revelation 14:6-8)  
 

“In like manner Miller and his associates fulfilled prophecy and gave a message which 
Inspiration had foretold should be given to the world, but which they could not have given 
had they fully understood the prophecies pointing out their disappointment, and presenting 
another message to be preached to all nations before the Lord should come. The first and 
second angels' messages were given at the right time and accomplished the work which God 
designed to accomplish by them.”  {Great Controversy, P. 405, par. 2} 
 

 

e also, have a present truth message to proclaim and obey in our time. Just like 
in past generations, it is a prophetic message, even the third angel’s message.  
 

However, as we progress in further editions we will see that the third angel’s message 
is much more than just the few verses of Revelation 14. We will show and prove that it is 
the whole Bible and how every story of the Bible, points to the Sunday Law test at the end 
of the world.  
 

“Let all who would co-operate with God unite in proclaiming the present truth, the 
message of the third angel: "If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his 
mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God,…” 
{Review and Herald, November 27, 1900 par. 14}   
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“The present truth, the special message given to our world, even the third angel’s 
message, comprehends a vast field, containing heavenly treasures. No one can be excusable 
who says, I will no longer have anything to do with these special messages; I will preach 
Christ. No one can preach Christ, and present the truth as it is in Jesus, unless he presents 
the truths that are to come before the people at the present time, when such important 
developments are taking place.” {Manuscripts 33 - 1897} 
 
Unfortunately, like in Noah’s days, as well as in the other referenced examples only a 
minority placed themselves on the side of present truth. The majority rejected it. As we will 
see, the same scenario will occur in our generation. 
 

o summarize this section, so far, we have come to learn that there is always a present 
truth for each generation. It is a test of life and death to recognize and obey it. It is 
imperative to obtain a correct understanding of prophecy, to be able to know where 

we stand in time, to understand what specific message and work the LORD has appointed  
us to perform. If you don’t understand the present truth, you might do a work today, that 
God wants you to do in the future, and vice versa. Also, from the examples given, we could 
learn that the present truth has never been popular and has always only found a few faithful 
advocates.  
 

“Opposition is the lot of all whom God employs to present truths specially applicable 
to their time. There was a present truth in the days of Luther,--a truth at that time of special 
importance; there is a present truth for the church today . …” {Great Controversy, P. 143, 
par. 3}   

 

 

n this section we want to look at what rules of Bible interpretation we are commanded to use, 
as well as why it is paramount to apply only the correct rules.  

fter we could see that God gives us a present truth message for our time, that is, the third 
angel’s message, let us now look, how we can perform our duty of proclaiming it? Let us 
look what Sister White has to say: 
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“Those who are engaged in proclaiming the third angel's message are searching the 
Scriptures upon the same plan that Father Miller adopted. In the little book entitled ‘Views of the 
Prophecies and Prophetic Chronology,’ Father Miller gives the following simple but intelligent and 
important rules for Bible study and interpretation:--   
     "’1. Every word must have its proper bearing on the subject presented in the Bible; 2. All 
Scripture is necessary, and may be understood by diligent application and study; 3. Nothing revealed 
in Scripture can or will be hid from those who ask in faith, not wavering; 4. To understand doctrine, 
bring all the scriptures together on the subject you wish to know, then let every word have its proper 
influence; and if you can form your theory without a contradiction, you cannot be in error; 5. 
Scripture must be its own expositor, since it is a rule of itself. If I depend on a teacher to expound 
to me, and he should guess at its meaning, or desire to have it so on account of his sectarian creed, 
or to be thought wise, then his guessing, desire, creed, or wisdom is my rule, and not the Bible.’   
     “The above is a portion of these rules; and in our study of the Bible we shall all do well to heed 
the principles set forth.”  {The Review and Herald, November 25, 1884 par. 23-25}   
 

From this quote, we have inspired counsel, that in order to proclaim the third angel’s message 
correctly, which is the present truth for our time, we need to follow the same rules of Bible 
interpretation that William Miller adopted.  
 

Unfortunately, it is a fact that the majority of Seventh-Day Adventists of today, don’t study 
according to these rules, nor have they even heard of them. Most of those in responsible positions 
have adopted rules of interpretation that have their origin in apostate Protestantism, or even 
Catholicism. Thus, per definition it is impossible for them to proclaim the third angel’s message 
correctly, since Sister White said in the quote above:  

 
“Those who are engaged in proclaiming the third angel's message are searching the 

Scriptures upon the same plan that Father Miller adopted. …”{The Review and Herald, November 
25, 1884 par. 23}.    
 

This is a simple, but very effective way, to discard the vast majority of messages that are 
labeled as “the third angel’s message” among Adventists, because those alleged “third angel’s 
messages” are based upon false rules of Bible interpretation and are misleading.  
 

In this edition, we do not intend to discuss each of those rules that Miller found. This would 
be a study all by itself. However, we will make reference to certain rules here and there, as we go 
along in future editions. 
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In a supplementary booklet we will provide all of Miller’s rules. There are in total fourteen 
rules, coming not from Miller himself, but rather from the Bible. Each rule is substantiated by 
Scripture, which Miller himself provides. 
 

nowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation.” (2 peter 1:20)  
 

The question as to why the correct rules of Bible interpretation are so important, can 
be fairly easily settled.  
 

Based upon the rules of interpretation that one employs, certain conclusions will be 
formed that cannot be derived by using other rules of interpretation. 
 

Let us look at Christ’s time to use an example. In Christ’s t ime, John the Baptist and 
Christ Himself didn’t go to the schools of the rabbis, since this would have unfitted them 
for service. The reason being, the way the rabbis interpreted the Bible would have affected 
their mind to such a degree, that they were not able to understand God’s appointed work 
(the present truth) correctly. 
 

“In the natural order of things, the son of Zacharias would have been educated for 
the priesthood. But the training of the rabbinical schools would have unfitted him for his 
work. God did not send him to the teachers of theology to learn how to interpret the 
Scriptures. He called him to the desert, that he might learn of nature and nature's God.”  
{The Desire of Ages, P. 101, par. 3}  
 

“In the days of Christ the town or city that did not provide for the religious instruction 
of the young was regarded as under the curse of God. Yet the teaching had become formal. 
Tradition had in a great degree supplanted the Scriptures. True education would lead the 
youth to "seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after Him, and find Him." Acts 17:27. But 
the Jewish teachers gave their attention to matters of ceremony. The mind was crowded with 
material that was worthless to the learner, and that would not be recognized in the higher 
school of the courts above. The experience which is obtained through a personal acceptance 
of God's word had no place in the educational system. Absorbed in the round of externals, 
the students found no quiet hours to spend with God. They did not hear His voice speaking 
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to the heart. In their search after knowledge, they turned away from the Source of wisdom. 
The great essentials of the service of God were neglected. The principles of the law were 
obscured. That which was regarded as superior education was the greatest hindrance to real 
development. Under the training of the rabbis the powers of the youth were repressed. Their 
minds became cramped and narrow.”  {The Desire of Ages, P. 69, par. 3} 
 

We can see from the quotes above that the rabbis mixed their traditions into their 
rules of interpretation. Tradition is just another way of referring to human ideas, theories 
and speculations. 
 

“But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment 
of God by your tradition? For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, 
He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Whosoever shall say to 
his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; And 
honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment 
of God of none effect by your tradition.” (Matthew 15:3-6) 
 

Thus, if we mingle our human traditions and thoughts into our interpretation of God’s 
Word, we will end up as commandment breakers, by setting aside God’s revealed will.  
 

Since the rabbis and theologians of that time were so full of their own understanding 
of God’s Word, the LORD had to pass them by. He chose humble fisherman and publicans 
in their stead to teach them and make them proclaim the present truth. 
 

“If the leaders in Israel had received Christ, He would have honored them as His 
messengers to carry the gospel to the world. To them first was given the opportunity to 
become heralds of the kingdom and grace of God. But Israel knew not the time of her 
visitation. The jealousy and distrust of the Jewish leaders had ripened into open hatred, and 
the hearts of the people were turned away from Jesus.   
     “The Sanhedrin had rejected Christ's message and was bent upon His death; therefore 
Jesus departed from Jerusalem, from the priests, the temple, the religious leaders, the people 
who had been instructed in the law, and turned to another class to proclaim His message, 
and to gather out those who should carry the gospel to all nations.”  {The Desire of Ages 
231, 232} 
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Another illustration for the importance of applying the correct rules and principles to 
study the Bible, can be found in the Millerite time period. There, the leading Protestant 
theologians, were not less unfitted to understand and proclaim the present message of their 
time, than were the ancient rabbis in Christ time. Therefore, Jesus had to again bypass the 
leaders and turn to a simpler class. He chose William Miller, a famer, whom He could teach 
the right way how to interpret the Bible, giving him an understanding of how to correctly 
compare Scripture with Scripture. This understanding, Miller formulated in his fourteen 
rules. 

 
“God sent His angel to move upon the heart of a farmer who had not believed the 

Bible, to lead him to search the prophecies. Angels of God repeatedly visited that chosen 
one, to guide his mind and open to his understanding prophecies which had ever been dark 
to God's people. The commencement of the chain of truth was given to him, and he was led 
on to search for link after link, until he looked with wonder and admiration upon the Word 
of God. He saw there a perfect chain of truth. That Word which he had regarded as uninspired 
now opened before his vision in its beauty and glory. He saw that one portion of Scripture 
explains another, and when one passage was closed to his understanding, he found in another 
part of the Word that which explained it . He regarded the sacred Word of God with joy and 
with the deepest respect and awe.”  {Early Writings, P. 229 par.1} 
 

“It was not the scholarly theologians who had an understanding of this truth, and 
engaged in its proclamation. Had these been faithful watchmen, diligently and prayerfully 
searching the Scriptures, they would have known the time of night; the prophecies would 
have opened to them the events about to take place. But they did not occupy this position, 
and the message was given by humbler men. Said Jesus: ‘Walk while ye have the light, lest 
darkness come upon you.’ John 12:35. …” {Great Controversy, P. 312, par. 3}   
 
     “The watchmen upon the walls of Zion should have been the first to catch the tidings of 
the Saviour's advent, the first to lift their voices to proclaim Him near, the first to warn the 
people to prepare for His coming. But they were at ease, dreaming of peace and safety, while 
the people were asleep in their sins. …   
     “… Because of their pride and unbelief the Lord passed them by and revealed His truth 
to those who, like the shepherds of Bethlehem and the Eastern Magi, had given heed to all 
the light they had received.”  {Great Controversy, P. 315, 316}   
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The above, are two clear illustrations of God’s dealing with His people , when they 
adopt and hold fast to false rules of interpreting the Bible. He must bypass them, because 
He is unable to use them any longer.  This should be a warning to every one of us today, to 
take heed to the divine counsel, to use the rules appointed by Him, that is, Miller’s rules.   

 
This warning is especially to those who profess to be part of this present truth 

movement, but start moving to a new methodology of Bible study, which already manifests 
its baleful fruits. 
 

n this section, we could learn that we are only able to understand and give our present 
truth message correctly, even the third angel’s message, if we follow the command given 
by the LORD, to apply the same rules of interpretation that William Miller adopted.  

Further, we could see that in the time of Christ, as well as in the Millerite time, the LORD 
had to bypass all those who held fast to false rules of interpretation. As we will see in the 
next section, at the end of the world, there is no new thing under the sun. Hence, the LORD 
will do exactly the same in our time, with those who deny His appointed rules of Bible 
interpretation and rather lean upon man’s wisdom and philosophical ideas, of how to study 
God’s Word. 
 

“In rejecting the truth, men reject its Author. In trampling upon the law of God, they 
deny the authority of the Law-giver. It is as easy to make an idol of false doctrines and 
theories as to fashion an idol of wood or stone. By misrepresenting the attributes of God, 
Satan leads men to conceive of Him in a false character . With many, a philosophical idol is 
enthroned in the place of Jehovah; while the living God, as He is revealed in His word, in 
Christ, and in the works of creation, is worshiped by but few. Thousands deify nature while 
they deny the God of nature. Though in a different form, idolatry exists in the Christian 
world today as verily as it existed among ancient Israel in the days of Elijah. The god of 
many professedly wise men, of philosophers, poets, politicians, journalists --the god of 
polished fashionable circles, of many colleges and universities, even of some theological 
institutions--is little better than Baal, the sun-god of Phoenicia.” {Great Controversy, P. 583, 
par. 1}  
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aving established which rules of interpretation to be used, we will mention and 
elaborate, on further prophetic principles of the Bible, that are based on these rules. 
Let us start with the principle of two or three witnesses. 

 
 

o establish the truthfulness of a matter the Bible says:  
 
“It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true.” (John 8:17) 

 
“This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses 

shall every word be established.” (2Corinthians 13:1)  
 

These references made by Jesus and Paul point back to the legal system of the old 
testament times. In this ancient legal system God commanded: 
 

“At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death 
be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.” (Deuteronomy 
17:6)  
 

“One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any 
sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall 
the matter be established.” (Deuteronomy 19:15)  
 

From these verses we can learn, that only a charge of at least two witnesses could be 
legally binding. The testimony of one witness was not sufficient to establish a matter.  
 

That this principle is still applicable in New Testament times , could be seen by the 
above mentioned use by Jesus and Paul. Further, Christ used this principle to instruct His 
people how to establish a matter in church discipline. He says:  
 

“But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth 
of two or three witnesses every word may be established.” (Matthew 18:16)  
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Therefore, we have clear proof that we need at least two witnesses to establish a 

matter. 
 

Referring back to the ancient legal system, from Romans chapter 3, we can learn that 
even God Himself has a court case pending and is also to be judged, as to see whether He 
is just and true. 
 

“God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou 
mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.” (Romans 
3:4)  
 

Satan accused God of being a liar. However, to be in harmony with His own Law, 
God needs to bring forth at least two witnesses to establish His truth against all false 
accusations. Therefore, He gives at least two witnesses in His Word to establish a matter , or 
point of doctrine, for it to be legally binding and vindicative, against the false charges of 
Satan.  
 

Therefore, it applies what the Apostle Paul already said in the book of Corinthians, 
“In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.” (2 Corinthians 
13:1) 
 

God gives us two or three witnesses from scripture, for every word or doctrine He 
wants to establish. With this, He vindicates His truth, so nobody can rightfully gainsay it. 
Thus, if we can supply two or three witnesses from the scriptures, or the Spirit of Prophecy 
(SOP), we can establish a particular truth. 
 

The principle behind it, is illustrated in the following verses:  
 

"Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. For if 
they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he 
hath not another to help him up. Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can 
one be warm alone? And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold 
cord is not quickly broken."  (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 
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To apply this understanding to the case we looked at, of God’s dealing with those, 
who adopt and hold fast to false rules of interpretation (p. 11-14), we provided two witnesses 
(Time of Christ and Time of Millerites) to show that God will bypass those, who hold fast 
to those false rules of interpretation. Since these two witnesses clearly agree with each other, 
this point is established.  
 

he scriptures reveal us the following principle about the character of God: 
 
“For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the 

saints.” (1 Corinthians 14:33) 
 

Here it says that God is not the author of confusion. Consequently, He must be a God 
of order. Let us turn to the SOP, to validate this understanding.  
 

“God is a God of order. Everything connected with heaven is in perfect order; 
subjection and thorough discipline mark the movements of the angelic host. Success can 
only attend order and harmonious action. God requires order and system in His work now 
no less than in the days of Israel. All who are working for Him are to labor intelligently, not 
in a careless, haphazard manner. He would have his work done with faith and exactness, that 
He may place the seal of His approval upon it.”  {Patriarchs and Prophets, P. 376, par. 1}   
 

To understand that God is a God of order, is key to understanding the plan of salvation 
correctly. For instance, the sanctuary reveals to us how the LORD will save us. It has three 
parts to it; the court, the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place. In the sanctuary there was a 
strict order of things. It was not possible to enter into the third section without having 
beforehand to go through the first and the second. You first had to pass through the court, 
which illustrates the confession of sin. This was followed by a move into the Holy Place, 
which illustrates the sanctification and imparted righteousness of Christ , in order to then 
appear before the presence of the LORD in the Most Holy Place, representing the judgment. 
Appearing before the LORD in judgment in the third section of the sanctuary, without having 
gone through the first and the second, would leave you without hope to be saved. Thus, there 
is a clear order in the plan of salvation.  
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Another aspect as to why it is of great significance to understand that God is a God 
of order, can be found in the order in which the LORD proclaims the gospel and in which 
He judges. 
 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Romans 1:16)  
 

“Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, 
and also of the Gentile; But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to 
the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:” (Romans 2:9, 10)  
 

“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17)  
 

As we can see, God deals first with His own people before He deals with the Gentiles. 
This is a very momentous understanding, as it shows us, in conjunction with other parts of 
the scriptures, our present duty, to have an internal work among God’s people first, before 
an external work among the Gentiles can be accomplished.  
 

In our next edition, we will further elaborate on this principle of God’s order, as we 
will look at what the everlasting gospel of Revelation 14:6 refers to.  
 

e now want to study another important principle. We can find it in Ecclesiastes 
chapter 3. 
 

"To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven : A 
time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 
planted; A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A 
time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away 
stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 
embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time 
to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and 
a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace."  (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8) 
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“I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a 
time there for every purpose and for every work.” (Ecclesiastes 3:17) 
 

The LORD wants us to understand, that He has not only an order of things (see 
previous principle), but also a time when to fulfill a certain work, in its given order. You 
can have a correct understanding of the order, in which God requires you to do a certain 
work, but if you do this work too early, or too late, then you still fail to do God’s will. 
Therefore, it is paramount to understand the time when to do what. However, this does not 
mean that we have any message of definite time in our present truth message. The Bible and 
Sister White are very strong and clear, that after October 22, 1844, there is no more prophetic 
time and therefore no future date can ever again be calculated, based upon prophecy. There 
are no more time prophecies!  
 

“… Again and again have I been warned in regard to time setting. There will never 
again be a message for the people of God that will be based on time. We are not to know 
the definite time either for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit or for the coming of Christ.” 
{Selected Messages, Book 1, P. 188, par. 1} 
 

“… I there stated in public that the Lord had been pleased to show me that there 
would be no definite time in the message given of God since 1844 ; and that I knew that this 
message, which four or five were engaged in advocating with great zeal,  was heresy.”              
— An Exposure of Fanaticism and Wickedness, 9, 10, (Pamphlet) (1885). {Selected 
Messages, Book 2, P. 73, par. 3}  
 

“The Lord has shown me that the message of the third angel must go, and be 
proclaimed to the scattered children of the Lord, but it must not be hung on time. I saw that 
some were getting a false excitement, arising from preaching time; but the third angel's 
message is stronger than time can be. I saw that this message can stand on its own foundation 
and needs not time to strengthen it; and that it will go in mighty power, and do its work, and 
will be cut short in righteousness.”  {Early Writings, P. 75, par. 1} 
 

Therefore, for us to identify what time period we are in, we must be able to identify 
the events that are transpiring and will transpire, before our very eyes. Hence, unless we are 
able to understand the events in the church and in the world, based upon prophecy, we will 
be unable to discern the time we are living in. This will in turn, leave us in a position where 
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we will be unable to have a correct understanding of the work that needs to be done at this 
present time and by this fail to do God’s will, in His order and in His time. 
 

Therefore, let us take heed not to repeat the sin of the Jews by not recognizing the 
time: 
 

"And he said also to the people, When ye see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway  
ye say, There cometh a shower; and so it is. And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, 
There will be heat; and it cometh to pass. Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky 
and of the earth; but how is it that ye do not discern this time?"  (Luke 12:54-56) 

 

o understand that the ancient prophets and even other ancient faithful Bible 
characters, typify God’s faithful remnant at the end of the world , is of great value. 
It helps us better to understand, what God requires of us in these final days and how 

to behave in the midst of apostasy.  
 

Let us look at two simple examples, or have two witnesses to establish the point. The 
first we shall find in Isaiah chapter 6. 
 

"In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six 
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain 
he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the 
whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."  (Isaiah 6:1-5) 
 
Sister White comments on these verses: 
 

“[Isaiah 6:1-4 quoted.] As the prophet Isaiah beheld the glory of the Lord, he was 
amazed, and, overwhelmed with a sense of his own weakness and unworthiness, he cried, 
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‘Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 
of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts.’   
… 

“The vision given to Isaiah represents the condition of God's people in the last days. 
They are privileged to see by faith the work that is going forward in the heavenly sanctuary. 
‘And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of 
his testament.’ As they look by faith into the holy of holies, and see the work of Christ in 
the heavenly sanctuary, they perceive that they are a people of unclean lips,--a people whose 
lips have often spoken vanity, and whose talents have not been sanctified and employed to 
the glory of God. …”  {SDA Bible Commentary, Volume 4, P. 1138, 1139}   
 

Here we have the inspired testimony, that Isaiah typifies God’s people at the end of 
the world. 
 

Our second witness is John the Revelator. In Revelation 10 we can read the following:  
 

“And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and 
a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of 
fire: And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and 
his left foot on the earth,” (Revelation 10:1, 2)  
… 

“And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and 
take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and 
upon the earth. And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And 
he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in 
thy mouth sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; 
and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was 
bitter. And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and na tions, 
and tongues, and kings.” (Revelation 10:8-11)  
 

Let us look how our pioneers understood the meaning of those verses. Let us turn to 
the famous book Daniel and the Revelation by Uriah Smith. 
 

“In verse 8, John himself is brought in to act a part as a representative of the church, 
probably on account of the succeeding peculiar experience of the church which the Lord of 
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the prophecy would cause to be put on record, but which could not well be presented under 
the symbol of an angel. …  

“There are not a few now living who have in their own experience met a striking 
fulfilment of these verses, in the joy with which they received the message of Christ's 
immediate second coming, the honey-like sweetness of the precious truths then brought out, 
and the sadness and pain that followed, when at the appointed time in 1844 the Lord did not 
come, but a great disappointment did. A mistake had been made which apparently involved 
the integrity of the little book they had been eating. What had been so like honey to their 
taste, suddenly became like wormwood and gall . But those who had patience to endure, so 
to speak, the digesting process, soon learned that the mistake was only in the event, not in 
the time, and that what the angel had given them was not unto death, but to their nourishment 
and support. (See the same facts brought to view under a similar figure in Jer. 15:16 -18.) 
{1897 Uriah Smith, Daniel and the Revelation, P. 527, par. 2, 3} 
 

Thus, we can learn that in Revelation 10, John typifies the Millerites in their 
experience. However, as we will later see, the Millerites also typify us here at the end of the 
world. Thus, in its perfect sense, John illustrates the experience of God’s people at the end 
of the world, like Isaiah did.  
 

By understanding this principle, that the ancient prophets typify God’s faithful ones 
at the end of the world, we have a better idea who, for instance, Jeremiah represents in our 
time, giving a warning to the rest of God’s people of the coming of Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon and the approaching doom of Jerusalem. Note, however, as we will see in the 
next sections of this magazine, God’s people, Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon and Jerusalem must 
all be applied spiritually here at the end of the world.  

 

 further important principle we need to understand, is the fact that all true prophets 
agree with each other, and never contradict. The Bible tells us the following:  

 
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:20, 21) 
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“Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who 
prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings 
of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” (1 Peter 1:10, 11)  
 

From these scriptures, we can derive that every true prophet was inspired by the same 
Spirit, that is, the Holy Spirit. It is obvious, therefore, that they won’t contradict each other, 
but that they are all in agreement.  
 

Based upon this understanding, the Apostle Paul gives the following easy method of 
testing who is a genuine prophet.  
 

“Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. If any thing be revealed 
to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn, and all may be comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to 
the prophets.” (1 Corinthians 14:29, 32) 
 

When a professed prophet rose up to speak in the congregation, the other were to 
judge him. They could do so, by understanding the principle that what the professed prophet 
spoke, could not be in disagreement with the other established prophets of the Bible  (Isaiah 
8:20). According to 2Pet 1:21 (see above), they all had to be moved by the same Spirit. 
Therefore, Paul, who understood this principle, formulated it by saying: 1Co 14:32 “And the 
spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.” 

 

e are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. Many of the 
prophecies are about to be fulfilled in quick succession. Every element of 
power is about to be set to work. Past history will be repeated; old 

controversies will arouse to new life, and peril will beset God's people on every side. ...”  
{Review and Herald, August 31, 1897 par. 7}   
 

“Study the Revelation in connection with Daniel; for history will be repeated. We 
must be true and faithful amid the abounding iniquity that prevails. At no period of time are 
we in such danger as when prosperity seems to crown our efforts. Self must be hidden in 
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God. We are living amid the perils of the last days, and many are insensible to the perils 
that threaten our world. …”  {Special Testimonies, A07, P. 55, par. 1} 
 

“That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God 
requireth that which is past.” (Ecclesiastes 3:15)  
 

God repeats the history, for which He has a specific purpose. He wants us to learn of 
the past, that is, of the faithfulness, as well as the sins of God’s ancient people and His 
dealings with them, in blessing, or cursing them. 
 

“… God would have us study the history of his dealing with men and nations in the 
past, that we may learn to respect and obey his messages, that we may take heed to his 
warnings and counsels.”  {Review and Herald, November 5, 1889 par. 1} 
 

Since the LORD requires that which is past, history will repeat in such a way, that 
the ancient stories become a type for our time. Thus, everything that was in the past, will 
also be in the future, in principle. Hence, in principle there won’t be any new thing here at 
the end of the world! 
  

“The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that 
which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. Is there any thing whereof it 
may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us.” 
(Ecclesiastes 1:9, 10)  
 

“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples [Greek: types]: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.” (1 Corinthians 
10:11)  
 

“Never are we absent from the mind of God. God is our joy and our salvation. Each 
of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time than for ours, so that their prophesying 
is in force for us. ‘Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come’  (1 Corinthians 
10:11). ‘Not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now 
reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into’ (1 Peter 1:12).”  {Selected 
Messages, Book 3, P. 338, par. 1} 
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If we link this understanding with the principle in the former section, that all prophets 

agree with each other, we can learn that all prophets speak about the same end time events. 
In doing so, they confirm and complement one another.    
 

To see this more fully, let look at the following example: 
 

In Daniel chapter 3, we read of how Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, made a golden 
image and commanded everybody in his realm to bow down before it in worship. Whosoever 
did not follow this command, was to be thrown into the fiery furnace. According to the 
above stated principle, this ancient story is, like all other stories of the Bible, a type for us 
here at the end of the world. Thus, we need to know to what specific event it points to in 
our time. 
 

Sister White gives us the inspired interpretation of the question at hand. She says:  
 

“An idol sabbath has been set up, as the golden image was set up in the plains of 
Dura. And as Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, issued a decree that all who would not 
bow down and worship this image should be killed, so a proclamation will be made that all 
who will not reverence the Sunday institution will be punished with imprisonment and death. 
Thus the Sabbath of the Lord is trampled underfoot. But the Lord has declared, ‘Woe unto 
them that decree unrighteous decrees, and write grievousness which they have prescribed’ 
[Isaiah 10:1]. [Zephaniah 1:14-18; 2:1-3, quoted.]”  {Manuscript Release No 14, P. 91, par. 
3} 
 

The story of the ancient golden image, thus typifies, the Sunday Law crisis in our 
time, repeating that history perfectly. Notice, that Sister White not only makes reference to 
Daniel 3, but establishes her statement also with prophecies of Isaiah and Zephaniah. Here 
we can therefore see, how these different prophets speak about the same end time events , at 
the end of the world. However, please notice, that in the past, it was literal Babylon that put 
in place the death decree against God’s people. In our time it will be spiritual , or modern 
Babylon, that will repeat what the literal and ancient Babylon did in the past. In this 
illustration of Daniel chapter 3, we learn that ancient Babylon and the king Nebuchadnezzar, 
typify what the USA and its government will do at the end of the world. Hence, in this 
instance, ancient Babylon typifies the USA in our day and age. 
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This leads us to another prophetic principle we need to understand. In this movement 
we named it “First comes the natural, followed by the spiritual”.   
 

 

nd so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam 
was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, 
but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.” (1 Corinthians 

15:45, 46) 
 

In Verse 45, Paul uses the first Adam and the last Adam (Christ), to demonstrate the 
principle of Verse 46, which says that God always uses the natural things fir st, pointing to 
spiritual things, which come thereafter. 
 

There are many further illustrations of this principle contained in the Bible. It can 
even be seen, that every Bible story is a natural demonstration, that points to something 
spiritual at the end of the world. We will see this manifested in further illustrations, as we 
go along.  
  

For now, let us look at some clear manifestations of this principle. If we go to the 
story of the Passover lamb, for instance, we can learn that the natural , or literal lamb, was 
put in place by God first, in order to point to the spiritual Passover lamb, which is Christ.  
  

“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. 
For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:” (1 Corinthians 5:7) 
 

Moreover, all other literal feasts and rituals of the old testament system, were to point 
to something spiritual. Hence, we can clearly see, that “first comes the natural, followed by 
the spiritual.”  
 

“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or 
of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the 
body is of Christ.” (Colossians 2:16, 17)  
 

This principle can also be easily recognized by Christ’s method of teaching, when He 
dwelt here on earth. In His parables, He used the natural things of His surroundings, to point 
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to spiritual things from above. For instance, in John chapter 3 He used the symbol of a 
natural birth, to tell Nicodemus that he must be born again, referring to a spiritual birth. 
Nicodemus, however, understood it only literally at the first. In John chapter 6 Christ speaks 
about eating His flesh and drinking His blood. Here again, He used the literal, or natural, to 
point to something spiritual, that is, eating His Word. Again, the Jews only understood it 
literally. In John 11, Christ tells His disciples that Lazarus is sleeping, using the natural 
sleep, as a symbol to make them understand something spiritually about the state of the dead. 
But as in the examples aforementioned, they also understood it only literally.  
 

These representations, undoubtedly reveal the unconverted mind, to be incapable of 
grasping spiritual things. It thinks only literally, or naturally. 
 

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 
(1Cornthians 2:14)  
  

Since, from our natural birth, we are in the condition of being natural thinkers, the 
LORD needs to reach out to us where we are. Therefore, He uses the natural, or literal things 
first, to reach out to our mind, in order to lead us from those natural things, to understand 
the spiritual meaning behind them. This will enable us to become spiritual thinkers and 
understand the spiritual principles of the Heavenly Kingdom. Hence, the same principle 
applies in His dealing with prophecy. All prophecies have a natural, or literal, that is, a 
historical fulfillment first, where they become a type, to point to a spiritual fulfillment at 
the end of the world.  
 

Having understood this principle, that Christ uses first the natural, followed by the 
spiritual, we will see in the next section, how the LORD applies this principle, even to whole 
people and nations. 
 

ow, we will come to probably the most important prophetic principle of our time, 
that is, the Alpha and the Omega. As we will come to see, it reflects Christ’s 
Character (though the other principles did likewise). Many people, even among 

professed Adventists, say that prophecy is not important, or they ask where is Christ in 
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prophecy? However, we will now see (if we are willing), that Christ does not only use 
prophecy, but that He is prophecy, as He is revealed through prophecy. 
 

Just to highlight the importance, of obtaining a true knowledge of who Christ actually 
is, let us look at the following scriptures. Let us remember the principle, that these passages 
speak more for us here at the end of the world. 
 

“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3)  
 

“These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.  They shall put 
you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that 
he doeth God service. And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known 
the Father, nor me.” (John 16:1-3)  
 

Hence, to obtain eternal life, we must know who God and Christ is. On the other 
hand, if we don’t obtain this true knowledge, we will persecute and kill our own Brethren. 
Consequently, it is self-evident, to obtain a true knowledge of the Father and Christ, is of 
utmost import!  
 

To receive this knowledge of who Christ is, let us turn to the book of Revelation, 
since in the book of Revelation, Christ is revealed.  
  

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants 
things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 
servant John:” (Revelation 1:1) 
 

It is the revelation of Jesus Christ; and when Christ appears to John on the isle of 
Patmos, He reveals to him a key understanding of who He is.  
 

“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord , which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8)  
 

“Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in 
a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto 
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Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and 
unto Laodicea.” (Revelation 1:11) 
 

At the end of the same book, He closes with the same revelation about Himself, as at 
the beginning. Even in this, we can see that He is the beginning and the end.  
 

“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last.” (Revelation 22:12, 13) 
 

The Alpha is the first letter in the Greek alphabet and the Omega is the last. Therefore, 
Christ uses these two letters to describe Himself, as being the beginning and the end, the 
first and the last.  
 

Thus, we have the following equations: 
 

Alpha = The Beginning = The First 
Omega = The End = The Last 

 
When we understand that God cannot act outside of His own character, we can be 

assured that everything He does, will be in perfect harmony with Him being the Alpha and 
the Omega.  
 

“It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: If we believe not, 
yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” (2 Timothy 2:11-13)  
 

So, let us look what it means, that He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the first and the last. Let us turn to Isaiah chapter 46.  
 

“Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, 
and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:” 
(Isaiah 46:9, 10)  
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In these verses, God commands us to remember the former things of old. This He 
connects with Him being the only true God, there is none like Him. He then explains to us 
why this is. It is because He declares the end from the beginning. Earlier in this section , we 
learned that He is the Alpha and the Omega, and that the Alpha represents the beginning and 
the Omega represents the end. Bringing these thoughts together, we can glean from these 
verses of Isaiah 46 that He is the only true God, because He can use the Alpha (beginning), 
to declare the Omega (end). 
 

A very easy example, to show that God’s dealing is in harmony with Him being the 
Alpha and Omega, is the creation and new creation of the world. At the beginning, the LORD 
created the earth and at the end He will re-create the earth. The creation at the beginning, 
typifies the re-creation at the end. 
 

When it comes to nations, the LORD also applies the same principle. In Isaiah 44 He 
says the following: 
 

“Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am 
the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. And who, as I, shall call, and 
shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the 
things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them.” (Isaiah 44:6, 7) 
 

Again, He introduces Him as the Alpha (First) and Omega (Last). Again, He says 
there is no God beside Him. In verse 7, He then challenges all other gods to do like Him 
and to appoint and use the ancient people, to declare what will come in the future. 
  

Let us use an earlier example to illustrate this principle more clearly. As we could 
already see on page 23, Sister White says that the story of ancient Babylon, when setting up 
the image of gold, typifies the Sunday Law crisis. This is a straightforward example how 
the ancient people/kingdoms, illustrate what will come at the end of the world. Here is the 
quote one more time:  
 

“An idol sabbath has been set up, as the golden image was set up in the plains of 
Dura. And as Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, issued a decree that all who would not 
bow down and worship this image should be killed, so a proclamation will be made that all 
who will not reverence the Sunday institution will be punished with imprisonment and death.  
Thus the Sabbath of the Lord is trampled underfoot. But the Lord has declared, ‘Woe unto 
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them that decree unrighteous decrees, and write grievousness which they have prescribed’ 
[Isaiah 10:1]. [Zephaniah 1:14-18; 2:1-3, quoted.]” {Manuscript Release, No 14, P. 91, par. 
3} 
 

Isaiah chapter 41 is another challenge by the LORD against the false gods/prophets.  
 

“Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King 
of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the 
former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; 
or declare us things for to come. Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it 
together.” (Isaiah 41:21, 23)  
 

This is a further confirmation, that God uses the beginning, to typify the end. Further, 
it shows that this is God’s appointed way, to test whether somebody proclaims a true, or a 
false message. Everybody who predicts future things to come, without showing how this 
already was fulfilled in past, in sacred history, is proclaiming something new at the end of 
the world and is therefore a false god/prophet. However, those who can go and show by 
using past events and stories of sacred history, the future things to come, by following the 
right rules of interpretation and all other prophetic principles , are true messengers of God. 
 

aving understood that God is the Alpha and Omega, that He always uses first the 
natural, to point to the spiritual and that history repeats itself, will also help us to 
understand why He uses the ancient people, to typify the modern people of today. 

From this we can draw some clear, but serious and cutting conclusions.  
 

These clear prophetic principles, bring us to the inevitable conclusion, that ancient 
Israel typifies God’s covenant people at the end of the world, which is the Seventh-Day-
Adventist Church. That being the case, we can read in the Bible how the LORD views the 
condition of His Church at our time. It shows how we are involved in the same rebellions 
and how we are worshipping the same idols, as did ancient Israel (though in a different 
outward form). We have done this by accepting all the false doctrines, that not only come 
from apostate Protestantism and Catholicism, but also from the many false teachers within 
Adventism.  

http://treeoflife-ministries.org/
http://treeoflife-ministries.org/


E d i t i o n  0 1 :  T h e  P r o p h e t i c  P r i n c i p l e s  L e a v e s  o f  L i f e  –  F o u n d a t i o n s  

O u r  Y o u T u b e  C h a n n e l  

3 4   

 
“In rejecting the truth, men reject its Author. In trampling upon the law of God, they 

deny the authority of the Law-giver. It is as easy to make an idol of false doctrines and 
theories as to fashion an idol of wood or stone. By misrepresenting the attributes of God, 
Satan leads men to conceive of Him in a false character . With many, a philosophical idol is 
enthroned in the place of Jehovah; while the living God, as He is revealed in His word, in 
Christ, and in the works of creation, is worshiped by but few. Thousands deify nature while 
they deny the God of nature. Though in a different form, idolatry exists in the Christian 
world today as verily as it existed among ancient Israel in the days of Elijah . The god of 
many professedly wise men, of philosophers, poets, politicians, journalists--the god of 
polished fashionable circles, of many colleges and universities, even of some theological 
institutions--is little better than Baal, the sun-god of Phoenicia.” {Great Controversy, P. 
583.1}   
 

Further, since history repeats and there is no new thing at the end of the world, the 
Bible clearly teaches us, that under the influence of their unfaithful leaders, the majority of 
Seventh-Day-Adventists will repeat the great sin of the Jews, in crucifying their LORD and 
Saviour. Back then it was a literal crucifixion, today it will be a spiritual one, by rejecting 
the message and its author (see quote above) and persecuting those that believe and proclaim 
the present truth message. Please remember the principle, first comes the natural followed 
by the spiritual.      
 

“The question has been asked, Will religious bigotry and fanaticism ever induce 
religionists of this age to do as did the Jewish nation?  It seems impossible that we shall 
ever reject Christ and accept Barabbas.  Shall we be guilty of a sin similar to the Jews, and 
cry out, “Not this man, but Barabbas”?  It seems an impossibility.  Men may say, Never, I 
can never reject my Saviour, disown Christ .  But they are to do this very thing.  Priests and 
rulers will bring about just such an issue, and history will be repeated.  The development of 
sin, which is the transgression of the law, will be continually strengthening its tendencies to 
become more sinful, to multiply by rejecting light and warnings and truth, and propagate a 
whole harvest of sin.” {Manuscript 112-1897} 
 

To further substantiate this reality, we can look at the Millerite time period, where 
the first, second and third angels’ messages arrived . Since God demonstrates the End from 
the Beginning, we can go to the beginning (Alpha) of Adventism to understand how the end 
(Omega) of Adventism will look like. The time of the Millerite Movement marks the 
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beginning, or Alpha of Adventism, and reveals the fact that also in that time, the majority 
of God’s professed people rejected and crucified Christ. 
 

“Many look with horror at the course of the Jews in rejecting and crucifying Christ ; 
and as they read the history of His shameful abuse, they think they love Him, and would not 
have denied Him as did Peter, or crucified Him as did the Jews. But God who reads the 
hearts of all, has brought to the test that love for Jesus which they professed to feel . All 
heaven watched with the deepest interest the reception of the first angel's message. But many 
who professed to love Jesus, and who shed tears as they read the story of the cross, derided 
the good news of His coming. Instead of receiving the message with gladness, they declared 
it to be a delusion. They hated those who loved His appearing and shut them out of the 
churches. Those who rejected the first message could not be benefited by the second; neither 
were they benefited by the midnight cry, which was to prepare them to enter with Jesus by 
faith into the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary. And by rejecting the two former 
messages, they have so darkened their understanding that they can see no light in the third 
angel's message, which shows the way into the most holy place. I saw that as the Jews 
crucified Jesus, so the nominal churches had crucified these messages , and therefore they 
have no knowledge of the way into the most holy, and they cannot be benefited by the 
intercession of Jesus there. Like the Jews, who offered their useless sacrifices, they offer up 
their useless prayers to the apartment which Jesus has left ; …”  {Early Writings 260.1}   
 

Applying the principle of the two witnesses, to establish a truth, we have now two 
clear witnesses from the past, as to what the majority of Adventists will do in the near future. 
Every Adventist, who belongs to this movement, however, will know that the fulfillment of 
this terrible prediction, will happen very shortly in this movement, first.  Therefore, let us 
take heed! 
 

This truth about the rejection and crucifixion of Christ, by God’s own professed 
people, is just one of many solemn and cutting truths that can now be clearly derived from 
God’s Word. However, that is only, if we understand and apply the prophetic principles of 
God’s Word. These rules and principles are like a key, that unlocks the treasures of God’s 
Word and give us an undimmed explanation of what is ahead of us. However, since there is 
no new thing under the sun, the majority of God’s people of today (Adventism), will in spite 
of these clear warnings, not accept them, and do as the Jews did in their respective time. On 
the other hand, by accepting, believing and following the correct prophetic principles , you 

http://treeoflife-ministries.org/
http://treeoflife-ministries.org/


E d i t i o n  0 1 :  T h e  P r o p h e t i c  P r i n c i p l e s  L e a v e s  o f  L i f e  –  F o u n d a t i o n s  

O u r  Y o u T u b e  C h a n n e l  

3 6   

as an individual can chose to not follow the predestined way of the majority  of professed 
Adventists.  
 

s we can see, it is of vital importance to understand that Christ is the Alpha and 
Omega. As we read in the beginning of this section, the result of not knowing who 
He is, will result in the persecution of the faithful children of God. Also, we could 

see how the majority of Adventism will crucify their Lord and Saviour, as did the Jews of 
old. However, if you understand what it means that Christ is the Alpha and the Omega , the 
whole Bible will become unlocked to your mind and you will start seeing how all the ancient 
stories and kingdoms of sacred history, speak directly about us here at the end of the world. 
You will then be able to see the present and future events in clear lines and will know what 
you must to do to be saved.  
 

 

n this edition, we provided the most important basic principles of how to study God’s 
Word. We showed what present truth is and its inseparable relation to prophecy. 
Moreover, we showed why it is so important and how it reveals our present duty. Further, 

we demonstrated that each generation has a special truth to proclaim. We saw, that our 
present truth and duty, is to give the third angel’s message. We showed , that we can only 
fulfill this commission by applying the correct rules of Bible study, that is, the rules that 
William Miller adopted. However, if we choose to hold fast to false rules of interpretation, 
the LORD cannot use us and is forced to bypass us and will turn to another class, that is 
willing to follow the correct method of Bible study. We saw this fact illustrated, by two 
clear and strong witnesses, that is, in the time of Christ and in the time of the Millerites.  

Further, we considered the basic prophetic principles, that help us to understand the 
Bible for our day and age correctly. We looked at the principle of two or three witnesses, 
which states that every truth must be established, at least upon two or three witnesses. We 
saw, that the two or three witnesses in this context, refer to two or three Scriptures. or SOP 
quotes, that show the same principle, or pattern, in God’s dealings, to establish a matter. We 
then continued with the principle, that God is a God of order. In everything He does and 
commands God has a specific order, that we are to understand and obey. God’s order is 
essential to the plan of salvation. Next, we looked at the fact, that God not only has a specific 
order how to do a work for Him, but also a specific time allotted to it. As Solomon said: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXLbOapHWiEn8vs0IYaYGHA/playlists
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“There is … a time to every purpose under the heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1). We found 
therefore, that not only the understanding of the right order, but also of the right timing, is 
necessary to do God’s will.  

Then, we learned that the ancient prophets typify God’s faithful people at the end of 
the world. Thus, whatever they experienced, we will experience likewise, if we are faithful. 
Further, we could come to an understanding, how all the prophets are in agreement with 
each other, since they all are inspired and moved by the same Spirit, the Holy Spirit. 
Connecting this understanding, with the next principle, that history repeats, and that all 
stories from the past history, are a type for us here at the end of the world, we could see 
that: “… Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time than for ours, so that 
their prophesying is in force for us. …” {Selected Messages, Book 3, P. 338, par. 1}. We 
could then learn how the LORD uses the natural, literal things or historical fulfillments of 
prophecy first, to then point to the spiritual fulfillments of those things, at the end of the 
world. This gave us a key, to understand what it means that Christ is Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the first and the last. We learned that is salvational , to understand 
who Christ is and how He uses the beginning, to demonstrate the end. Finally, we found that 
unless you get to know Christ by understanding the concept of the Alpha and Omega, you 
prepare yourself to repeat the sin of the Jewish Nation, in crucifying Christ.  
 

 

n our next Edition of Leaves of Life – Foundations, we will take a closer look at the 
everlasting gospel and the line upon line study method, we are to employ. 
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